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Today in history

IN 1845, Edgar Allan Poe’s famous 
narrative poem “The Raven” (“Once 
upon a midnight dreary, while I pon-
dered, weak and weary ...”) was first 
published in the New York Evening 
Mirror.

POLL: Who is the 
better quarterback: 
Tom Brady or Patrick 
Mahomes? Weigh in 
on the Globe’s online 
poll at joplinglobe.
com. Complete local weather report: 8B

Visit joplinglobe.com for current 
conditions and forecasts.
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HOOPS: East Newton extends streak with win over Joplin. 1BBUDGET: Parson unveils state spending plan. 6A

Gary Hedge braced against 
the snowy, 20-degree 
weather Wednesday morn-
ing in Joplin while wear-

ing several layers of clothing and 
hunkered inside five sleeping 
bags.

The 60-year-old, who’s been 
homeless for the past six years, 
said many people are “just one 

Homeless census gives 
area providers clearer 

picture of problem
BY KIMBERLY BARKER

kbarker@joplinglobe.com

Duck boat safety 
legislation 

reintroduced
U.S. Sens. Roy Blunt and 

Josh Hawley, both Repub-
licans from Missouri, on 
Thursday reintroduced 
legislation aimed at im-
proving the safety of duck 
boats.

The legislation stems 
from a July 2018 incident 
on Table Rock Lake in 
which a duck boat, a type 
of World War II-era am-
phibious vehicle now used 
primarily for tourism, 
sank during a thunder-
storm, killing 17 of the 31 
people on board.

The bill would autho-
rize previously outlined 

National Transportation 
Safety Board recommenda-
tions, including provisions 
to require the use of life 
jackets and equipping all 
operating duck boats to be 
more buoyant in the case 
of emergency flooding. 
It passed the full Senate 
and the Senate Committee 

BY EMILY YOUNKER
eyounker@joplinglobe.com

JIDA OKs 
bonds for 

development

Members of the Joplin 
Industrial Development 
Authority on Thursday ap-
proved a request from the 
developers of 32nd Street 
Place to issue sales tax 
revenue bonds to help fund 
early costs of the project.

The developer, Wood-
sonia of Joplin, plans to 
redevelop a 60-acre site 

south of 32nd Street and 
east of Range Line Road 
for a $188 million retail, 
commercial and residen-
tial development. It would 
be anchored by a Menards 
home improvement store.

Developers were autho-
rized by the Joplin City 
Council in August to form 
a community improvement 
district that would add 1 
cent to sales tax assess-
ments within the boundar-
ies of the district, except for 
Menards, which chose not 
to be part of the CID.

32nd Street Place to be 
anchored by Menards

BY DEBBY WOODIN
dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

RIVERTON, Kan. — 
Forrest R. Nelson, who 
was often found working 
at Nelson’s Old Riverton 
Store along Route 66, died 
Wednesday at age 98.

Nelson, a World War II 
veteran and 39-year school-
teacher, was a fixture out at 
the Old Riverton Store well 

after retirement. He was 
known for sharing stories 
with Route 66 tourists from 
around the globe. The store 
is owned by Scott Nelson, 
one of Forrest’s sons.

“It gave him an outlet to 
communicate and talk to 
the people who traveled 
the route,” said oldest son 
David Nelson. “When these 
travelers came into the 
store, he could relate to 

where they were at. He was 
held captive in France and 
remembered being in En-
gland. ... Plus, his ancestors 
came from Sweden. He liked 
to relate to the customers in 
the store, and they enjoyed 
that.”

He had enlisted in the 
Army at age 20 and served 
from 1942 to 1945 with the 

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
kbarker@joplinglobe.com Arrangements

VISITATION WILL BE held 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday 
at Thornhill-Dillon Mor-
tuary, 602 S. Byers Ave. 
in Joplin. Services will 
begin at 2 p.m. Monday 
at Parker Mortuary, 1502 
S. Joplin Ave. in Joplin. 
Burial will be in Hillcrest 
Cemetery in Galena, Kan.

Forrest Nelson, fixture at Riverton Route 66 store, dies at 98
Forrest Nelson 
rings up a cus-
tomer’s pur-
chase in 2019 at 
Nelson’s Old 
Riverton Store 
on Route 66. 
Nelson, a 
staple of the 
business, died 
Wednesday. He 
was 98.
GLOBE FILE SEE NELSON, 8A

SEE BONDS, 2A

Blunt Hawley

SEE BOAT, 2A

Melisa Conrad, emergency social service worker with the Joplin Salvation Army, conducts an interview 
with a homeless person who was inside a tent Wednesday during the homeless count in Joplin. 

GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

YEARLY COUNT

Carol Gibson (right), an intern from Missouri Southern State Univer-
sity, conducts an interview during Wednesday’s homeless count in Jo-
plin. Gibson, who said she experienced homelessness herself several 
years ago, is studying to become a social worker.  GLOBE | ROGER NOMER SEE CENSUS, 8A
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6th Armored Division, 
nicknamed the “Super 
Sixth.” He was a carbine 
sharpshooter and chap-
lain’s assistant.

The division landed on 
the Normandy beaches on 
July 18, 1944 — about six 
weeks after the D-Day in-
vasion of western Europe. 
He served with the unit 
in Normandy, northern 
France, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns.

David Nelson said his 
dad was always a hard 
worker because he had 
seven mouths to feed. In 
the early years, he started 
out as a relief manager at a 
men’s clothing store where 
he met his wife, Naomi 
“June.” They were married 
for over 60 years.

“He always told us that 
he was very proud of what 
we had become,” David 
Nelson said. “He even said 
it to us a week before he 
passed away. He was a good 
example for us and was 
very encouraging to all of 
us. He accomplished a lot of 
things during his life and 
provided for his family.”

Nelson also taught high 
school history and govern-

ment for 39 years at River-
ton, Great Bend and Joplin. 
In 1966, the veteran started 
Nelson Printing in River-
ton, which was managed by 
June during the day while 
he taught at school. 

He’d work all day teach-
ing and then devote his 
time to the print shop in 
the evenings.

“He taught 30 years in Jo-
plin and five years in Great 
Bend,” David Nelson said. 
“I know he taught govern-
ment and debate, but he 
was also a tennis coach in 
Great Bend. For a number 
of years, he was a sponsor 
for the Joplin Student 
Council, and he worked 
with the kids, went to the 
games, and helped them 
with fundraisers.”

Bethany Nelson, one of 
his seven grandchildren, 
said one of her favorite 
things about him was the 
amount of love he had for 
his family. He would often 
bring his grandchildren ice 
cream sandwiches from the 
store, she said.

“He would like to tell 
young kids to work hard 
because working hard is 
what he did,” Bethany Nel-
son said. “He was thought-
ful and appreciative of the 
family, and he made that 
known frequently. The 
life that he led itself is my 
favorite thing about him 

— how he carried himself, 
how he treated others.”

Judy Adams, of Riverton, 
was a Nelson friend for 45 
years, and she met him 
while serving as the local 
postmaster, a job she held 
for four decades. Nelson 
was one of the first people 
to welcome Adams to the 
community.

“Every morning, I would 
look forward to him com-
ing into the post office and 
get his mail because he’d 
walk up to the front and 
say hello,” she said. “We 
always visited.”

Adams said he made an 
enormous impact on peo-
ple’s lives, including those 
of tourists. She worked at 
the Old Riverton Store for 
about a year after retiring 
from the post office.

“He was a very kind man 
who was caring, and he 
loved people who came into 
the store that he could tell 
stories to, whether they 
were war stories or about 
his life,” Adams said. “He 
had a lot of tourists that 
would come back every 
year from other countries 
just to see him. It was 
amazing because he was 98 
years old and still working 
behind the cash register. 
He never let a day go by 
that he didn’t tell some 
child or person how much 
he cared for them.”

NELSON

FROM 1A

paycheck away from being 
in this position,” holding 
open the door to his tent.

Hedges was included in 
the annual point-in-time 
count this week as partic-
ipating agencies record 
how many people are expe-
riencing homelessness on 
a single night in January. 
It will be done again in the 
summer. The focus was on 
Joplin, Webb City, Carthage 
and Carterville.

The count is conducted 
annually by the Homeless 
Coalition of Jasper and 
Newton Counties to pro-
vide a better picture of how 
many people are experienc-
ing homelessness in the re-
gion. It gives local shelters 
and transitional housing 
providers accurate contact 
information and also allows 
them the opportunity to 
connect people with infor-
mation and referrals.

“For the size of our area, 
we have a lot of homeless 
services — Souls Harbor, 
Watered Gardens, Wash-
ington Family Hope Center, 
the Carthage Crisis Center 
— and I think it draws more 
homeless folks here,” said 
Robin Smith, assistant com-
munity development direc-
tor with the Economic Secu-
rity Corp. who also chairs 
the homeless coalition. “I 
think it’s a bigger problem 
than people realize because 
a majority of homeless folks 
are pretty hidden.”

Originally from Los Ange-
les, Hedges said he worked 
as a lab manager for 15 
years before his employer 
went under. He went back 
to college and earned an 
associate degree in process 
technology.

In about 2009, Hedges had 
been hired at a business 
where he made $36 an hour, 
but eventually he was laid 
off. He used all of his sav-
ings flying around the coun-
try for job interviews in 
the same industry. Nothing 
substantial panned out.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
only made things worse. He 
was laid off at a Joplin com-
pany. Then his car broke 
down. Hedges said it was 
one thing after the other.

Hedges said he doesn’t 
mind working or doing his 
part to receive assistance 
services such as that offered 
by the Watered Gardens 
Worth Shop, an employment 
and thrift shop operation 
for the homeless and poor. 
Joplin has an abundance of 
resources for the homeless 
including the Salvation 
Army, which offers free 
showers, laundry, hot meals 
and emergency food boxes.

“Working, that part’s 
easy,” Hedges said. “Nor-
mally, I would be working 
right now, but I lost my 
job.”

He added: “I don’t want to 
end up like this for the rest 
of my life. In March, I’m go-
ing to try to get a job.”

The data collected from 
the count paints a picture 
of the local homeless com-
munity and also helps 
leverage private, local, state 
and federal funds for local 
programs. Results are then 
reported to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban 
Development.

“Several of our agencies 
with the homeless coalition 
are required to give this 
information out, as far as 
the numbers we collect here 
in the area,” Smith said. “It 
helps with funding for dif-
ferent types of programs.”

In previous years, the 
homeless coalition hosted 
Homeless Connect at Me-
morial Hall, an event at 
which recently homeless 
or low-income people could 
learn about the coalition’s 
programs, Social Security 
assistance, health care, em-
ployment and mental health 
education. This year’s event 
was canceled due to the 
pandemic, and the number 
of volunteers for the efforts 
are down.

Smith said the circum-
stances will have an impact 
on the numbers.

“We usually survey folks 
at Homeless Connect as 
well as going out on the 
street and doing it,” Smith 
said. “But we can’t have it 
because of COVID-19, and 
Memorial Hall is unusable 
at the moment. It’s probably 
going to be a smaller num-
ber than what is accurate. 
There will be areas that 
won’t go out and count be-
cause of safety reasons.”

SALVATION ARMY COUNT
The Joplin Salvation 

Army started on Wednes-
day its homeless census in 
which case managers and a 
student intern go to wooded 
areas, tent cities, parks, the 
underside of highway bridg-
es and camps.

Evelyn Duvall, case man-
ager with the Joplin Salva-
tion Army, has been par-
ticipating in the homeless 
counts for six years. She 
helped organize and set up 
the shower program a few 
years ago. People can also 
do laundry at the location 
by appointment.

Duvall said many home-
less people pitch a tent off 
the beaten path and that the 
county participants always 
announce themselves for 
safety reasons.

“We’re trying to find out 

what they’ve been doing for 
the last year and how long 
they’ve been homeless,” she 
said. “We also try to inform 
them about different ser-
vices and where to go to get 
signed up.”

Carol Gibson, an intern 
with the ESC, conducted 
her first count with the 
Salvation Army case man-
agers. Gibson is a senior at 
Missouri Southern State 
University majoring in 
social work. She can empa-
thize with many of the peo-
ple they surveyed.

“I used to be homeless 
about eight years ago,” Gib-
son said. “It was a year after 
the Joplin tornado. I stayed 
in an abandoned trailer, 
but it had no electricity or 
running water. To shower, 
we would put 2-liter bottles 
outside to heat up during the 
summer. It took a lot of work 
to get off the streets, but I 
stayed with friends eventu-
ally. But there were times 
where I slept in the car.”

Duvall said the pandemic 
has been eating away the 
Salvation Army’s funds, 
and the organization didn’t 
reach its goal with the 
bell ringers at Christmas-
time. It’s seeing an increase 
in need, which only makes 
the homeless count even 
more important, she said.

“We get money from the 
government, but also the 
Salvation Army Thrift 
Store helps pay for a lot of 
stuff too,” she said. “Every-
one has their own programs 
and how they use the mon-
ey. The Salvation Army 
keeps 8 cents of every dol-
lar, which goes toward bills, 
lighting and electricity.”

CENSUS

Evelyn Duvall, case manager with the Joplin Salvation 
Army, looks for a makeshift encampment during Wednes-
day’s homeless count in Joplin. The information gleaned 
from the count is used by various nonprofit agencies to 
apply for federal, state and local grants to help provide 
services to the homeless. GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

Background

THE HOMELESS COALITION of Jasper 
and Newton Counties was formed 
in 1989 to develop solutions for 
homelessness and obtain resources 
that could be used for the homeless. 
It is a private, nonprofit organization 
that receives federal, state and local 
funding, grants and donations.

‘For the size of our 
area, we have a lot 
of homeless services 
— Souls Harbor, 
Watered Gardens, 
Washington Family 
Hope Center, the 
Carthage Crisis 
Center — and I think 
it draws more 
homeless folks here.’

Robin Smith
Assistant community development 
director at Economic Security Corp.


